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An academic Program Evaluation System enables growth and sustainable financials. 
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How you think about data matters. 

For example, triple-digit temps have hit across the US this month.  

What else has triple digits?

Highest three-digit bachelor’s 
spring ‘24 new enrollment:

Aviation/Aero Science Tech 
(986)

Occupation with 
highest three-

digit job postings 
growth in May:

Physician 
Assistants 

(+992)

Job posting skill 
with the highest 

three-digit 
volume in May:

Fund 
Accounting 

(997)

Percent of bachelor’s programs 
with <999 new spring 

enrollment: 
45%

Highest three-digit 2022 
online completions:
Kinesiology and 

Exercise Science (973)

Highest three-digit 
Google searches in May:

Environmental 
Education (970)

Source: Gray DI’s Program Evaluation System
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US Google Search Volume

“Google” Search Trends:  Programs

In May 2024, Google searches remained relatively flat, increasing 1% year-over-year.

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

+1%
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Google Search Trends:  Cost-per-Click

In May 2024, the average Google cost-per-click was almost flat year-over-year.

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

-0.1%

2022 $13.22 $12.86 $13.21 $13.75 $15.00 $13.82 $14.81 $16.09 $14.73 $15.22 $14.89 $15.53

2023 $15.55 $14.53 $14.66 $14.46 $15.04 $14.18 $14.47 $14.44 $14.00 $14.16 $14.54 $14.45

2024 $15.13 $14.74 $16.09 $14.75 $15.02
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95%
87%

41%
41%
41%

37%
36%
35%

33%
29%

Fashion Merchandising
PR/Advertising/ Applied Communication

Taxation
Economics (incl. Quant Econ and Econometrics)

Family Practice Nurse/Nursing
Clinical Psychology

Library and Information Science
Dietetics/Dietitian

Statistics, General
Pre-Medicine/ Pre-Medical Studies

US Fastest-Growing Programs 
May 2024 YoY

Google searches for Academic Programs

In May, searches for Fashion Merchandising programs increased 95% year-over-year.

§ Registered Nursing programs had the highest volume of searches at 739,270 but dropped 12% YoY. 

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard
*Minimum 10,000 searches May 2023
Excludes associate only and certificate programs

Health

3

4

Other

Quantitative 3
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Spring New Enrollment

In Spring 2024, U.S. new student enrollment fell 4% year-over-year at the bachelor’s level.
§ Master’s program enrollment rose 5%.

256,833 242,048
294,185 269,302 262,631 275,128

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

US New Spring Enrollment
Master’s 2019 - 2024

-

179,242 169,638 177,699
160,197 168,399 161,677

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

US New Spring Enrollment
Bachelor’s 2019 - 2024 -

-5% +5%
+5%

-4%-10%

-6% +22% -8% -2%

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

+5%
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Bachelor’s:  Spring 2024, Fastest-Growing New Enrollment

In Spring 2024, Computer Software Engineering grew 34% year-over-year.

6%
9%

9%
10%
11%
12%

14%
19%

32%
34%

Finance, General
Mechanical Engineering

Special Ed. and Teaching, General
General Studies

Civil Engineering, General
Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

Registered Nursing
Social Work

Elementary Education and Teaching
Computer Software Engineering

US Fastest-Growing New Enrollment*
Bachelor’s Programs

Spring 2024 YoY

*Minimum enrollment Spring 2023: 500Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

Health-Related

2

2

Other 2

STEM 4

Education
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Master’s:  Spring 2024 Fastest-Growing New Enrollment

In Spring 2024, Data Analytics/Data Science grew 39% year-over-year.

18%
19%
19%

21%

23%
24%
24%

28%
37%

39%

ESL Language Instructor
History, General

Mathematics, General
Education - Multiple Disabilities
Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

Electrical/Electronics Engin'g
Mental Health Counseling

Elementary Education and Teaching
Clinical/Medical Social Work

Data Analytics and/or Data Science

US Fastest-Growing New Enrollment*
Master’s Programs
Spring 2024 YoY

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

Education

Health

3

2

Other 1

STEM 4

*Minimum enrollment Spring 2023: 500
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Coursera: Non-Degree Demand – 133.8 Million Total Learners Since Inception

In May, Coursera enrollment rose 15% year-over-year.
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Coursera Enrollment
2022–2024

2022 2023 2024

+15%

Source: PES Non-Degree Dashboard, Coursera
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Non-Degree Demand:  Coursera

In May 2024, five of the most-taught skills were in personal growth – more than in tech. 

21,385,165

21,507,794

23,398,356

24,004,386

25,777,871

25,777,871

26,111,970

28,013,536

34,999,910

43,142,773

Pomodoro Technique
Data Science

Savoring
Communication

Happiness
Gratitude

Meditation
Data Visualization Dataviz

Python Programming
Data Analysis

Highest Skills Volume
May 2024

Source:  PES Non-Degree Dashboard, Coursera

Personal Growth

1

5

Time Management

Tech 4
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International Student Demand

In May, international student interest in US 
programs increased 28% year-over-year.

+28% YoY

Source:  PES International Student Demand Dashboard (excludes China)

India had the highest page views.

8,179

9,379

9,871

12,688

14,466

19,383

20,547

39,786

49,004

54,860

United Kingdom

Iran

Türkiye

Ghana

Egypt

Nigeria

Pakistan

Bangladesh

Nepal

India

Highest International Page Views by Originating 
Country

Bachelor’s and Master’s May 2024
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International Page Views: fastest-growing programs

Source:  PES International Student Demand Dashboard (excludes China)

The fastest-growing bachelor’s program 
year-over-year was Registered Nursing.*

72%

82%

84%

105%

136%

140%

181%

185%

190%

367%

Medical Informatics

Environmental Studies

Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

Information Technology

Marketing/Marketing Mgmt, General

Computer Science

Data Science, General

Digital Marketing

International Business/Trade

Education, General

10 Fastest-Growing Master’s Programs
May 2024 YoY

*Minimum Page Views May 2023:  500

9%

11%

16%

36%

40%

49%

54%

63%

89%

124%

Data Science, General

Biology/Biological Sciences, Gen'l

Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

Mechanical Engin'g/Mechanical…

Linguistics

Psychology, General

Information Technology

Aerospace Engin'g Tech

Cyber Security/Info. Assurance

Registered Nursing

10 Fastest-Growing Bachelor’s Programs
May 2024 YoY

*Minimum Page Views May 2023:  1000

Education was the fastest-growing 
program at the master’s level.*
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US Job Postings Trends

In May 2024, job postings rose 17% year-over-year.

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

+17%



21

  PROPRIETARY

Are artificial 
intelligence programs 
growing across all 
metrics?

Bachelor’s and Master’s
Artificial Intelligence

Data Overview

Source:  PES Markets

%
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How do you think about validating a high demand for artificial intelligence jobs?

In the Northeast, 1,202 job postings related to artificial intelligence were added in the past year.

§ The largest industry is hospitals and health clinics.

Industry # of Postings

Hospitals and Health Clinics 4,349

Information Technology 4,066

Retail & Wholesale 1,900

Financial Services 1,221

Healthcare 837

Aerospace & Defense 647

Northeast Industries* with Highest Job 
Volume Related to Artificial Intelligence

Source:  PES Job Postings Insights Dashboard

*Includes CT, MA, NH, NY, RI, VT 
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Here is an industry example:  Need for AI skills in the Retail and Wholesale Industry.

In May 2024, job postings associated with AI in the retail industry grew by grew by 1,338.

+1,338 YoY

Source: PES Job Postings Reports

Top Required 
Certifications

Security Clearance

Google Professional 
Cloud Architect

Microsoft Certified 
Systems Engineer

Agile Certification

Certified Business Analysis 
Professional
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23,780 23,429

28,718
24,828 23,798

25,785

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

California New Spring Enrollment
Master’s 2019 - 2024

-

-2% -4%
+23% +8%-14%

11,302
10,421 10,890

9,840 9,621 8,900

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

California New Spring Enrollment
Bachelor’s 2019 - 2024 -

-2%

-8%

State, county, and city data can differ from national data.

In Spring 2024, California bachelor’s new enrollment fell 8% year-over-year.

§ Master’s grew 8%.

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

-8% +5%
-10%
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Bachelor’s:  California Spring 2024, Fastest-Growing New Enrollment

In Spring 2024, education programs accounted for half of the fastest-growing new enrollment.

26%
27%

31%
31%
32%
32%
33%

36%

48%
53%

Social Work
Curriculum and Instruction

Engineering, General
School Counseling/ Guidance Svcs

Mental Health Counseling
Electrical/Electronics Engin'g

Educational/ Instructional Technology
Elementary Education and Teaching

Teacher Educ., Multiple Levels
School Psychology

CA Fastest-Growing New Enrollment*
Bachelor’s Programs

Spring 2024 YoY

*Minimum enrollment Spring 2023: 100Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

Mental Health

2

3

Engineering

Education 5
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California Job Postings Trends

In May 2024, CA job postings rose 34% year-over-year – double the growth for the US.

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

34%
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How does job growth vary by location within California?

Only one job posting overlaps in the five fastest-growing occupations in two California counties.

78

90

109

196

495

Physical Therapists

Marketing Managers

Industrial Engineers

General and Operations Managers

Software Developers, Applications

Highest Job Growth, Alameda County, CA
May 2024 YoY Unit Change

35

35

45

48

74

Psychiatric Technicians

Management Analysts

Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Social Workers

Computer User Support Specialists

Physical Therapists

Highest Job Growth, Riverside County, CA
May 2024 YoY Unit Change

Source: PES Job Postings Dashboard



30

  PROPRIETARY

Even in-demand skills vary from county to county.

128

133

150

180

188

Construction

Behavioral Health

Microsoft Office

Registration

Nursing

Highest Skills Demand Growth
Riverside County, CA

May 2024 YoY Unit Change

240

263

304

336

357

Finance

Python

Marketing

Computer Science

Project Management

Highest Skills Demand Growth
Alameda County, CA

May 2024 YoY Unit Change

Source: PES Job Postings Dashboard
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5,531
5,068 5,332

4,695
5,340 5,069

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

OH New Spring Enrollment
Bachelor’s 2019 - 2024 -

State, county, and city data can differ from national data.

In Spring 2024, Ohio’s new bachelor’s spring enrollment fell 5% year-over-year.

§ Master’s grew 6%.

+14%
-5%

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

-8%
+5%

-12%

7,627 7,185
8,604 8,175 7,985 8,444

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

OH New Spring Enrollment
Master’s 2019 - 2024 -

-6%
-2%

+20% +6%
-5%
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Ohio Job Postings

In May, Ohio job postings rose 33% year-over-year – sixteen points more than the US.

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

+33%
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Ohio Job Posting Trends

In May, Software Developers job postings grew by 868 postings year-over-year.

62

69

82

83

119

127

173

222

359

868

Medical Scientists, Except Epidemiologists
Financial and Investment Analysts

Financial Managers
Management Analysts

Elementary Teachers, Exc.Special Ed
Preschool Teachers, Exc. Special Ed

General and Operations Managers
Accountants and Auditors

Registered Nurses
Software Developers, Applications

OH Fastest-Growing Occupations*
Unit Change May 2024

*excludes unskilled labor
Bachelor’s and Master’s levelSource:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

Finance 3

Education 2

Health

Other

2

3
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Ohio Industries

In May, the healthcare industry had the highest number of job postings.

§ Financial Services had the highest average salary.

885

917

1,171

1,300

1,474

1,784

2,453

3,104

4,837

11,414

Construction, Repair And Maintenance Services
Nursing Care Facilities

Financial Services
Transportation And Logistics

Construction
Restaurants And Food Service

Education
Manufacturing

Retail And Wholesale
Healthcare

Ohio Industries
May 2024

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

Average Salary

$60,900.

$39,300.

$48,100.

$45,400.

$35,400.

$49,800.

$50,700.

$68,800.

$50,900.

$51,100.
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In Fall 2022, almost 6,300 Rhode Island students enrolled in online out-of-state institutions.

Southern New Hampshire University won more than 1,571 students alone.

Online RI Enrollment Fall 2022

“Exports”
6,298

160
193
252
346

1,571

Bristol CC
University of Phoenix
Penn Foster College
Western Governors

Southern NH U

Top Online Out-of-State 
Institutions

RI Students Enrolled Fall 2022

Source:  NC-SARA, Gray DI analysis

“Imports”
3,376

RI Net Loss: 
2,922 Students

Online
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Rhode Island Job Postings Trends

In May, job postings rose 23% year-over-year.

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

23%
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Rhode Island Job Posting Trends

In May, the demand for therapists grew year-over-year.

27

28

32

32

33

35

36

87

109

176

Special Ed Teachers, Secondary
Respiratory Therapists

Accountants and Auditors
Occupational Therapists

Substance Abuse Social Workers
Preschool Teachers, Except Special Ed

Management Analysts
Physical Therapists

Software Developers, Applications
Registered Nurses

RI Fastest-Growing Occupations*
Unit Change May 2024

*excludes unskilled labor
Bachelor’s and Master’s levelSource:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

Therapy 4

Education 2

Other 4
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Summary
§ In May, Google searches for academic programs increased 1% year-over-year.

– Fashion Merchandising grew by 95%.
– Google cost-per-click was flat.

§ In Spring 2024, new enrollment in bachelor’s programs fell by 4%.
– Master’s new enrollment rose by 5%.

§ In Spring 2024, bachelor’s new enrollment in Computer Software Engineering grew 34% year-over-year.
– For Master’s programs, Data Analytics/Data Science rose 39%.

§ In May, international student interest grew by 28%.

§ In May, US job postings rose 17% year-over-year.
– AI job postings in retail grew by 1,338.

§ Academic program data can vary significantly by state.
– In California, half of the 10 programs with the fastest-growing new spring enrollment were in education.
– More than half of Rhode Island online students enrolled out-of-state.

§ Please reach out for a job posting description search report or the state-specific data for your state.
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Upcoming webinars

Topic Date
Demand Trends Webcast: 

Community Colleges
Wednesday

July 24th at 2 PM ET

Demand Trends Webcast: 
Bachelor’s and Above

Thursday
July 25th at 2 PM ET

Listen on Spotify Listen on Apple

Podcast

The Book
 

The Course
 


