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Key elements of your market you need to understand.

Employment

Degree Fit

Competition

Employment

Student 

Demand
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IPEDS, Enrollment, and Google Search:  Past, Present. Future

Enrollment Google

Student DemandInsights on Student Demand

IPEDS
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

Gray DI tracks searches for over 900 programs (90% of all US completions).

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard
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Google Search Trends:  Programs

In July 2024, Google searches for academic programs grew 48% year-over-year. 

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

+48%
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Google Search Trends:  Cost-per-Click

In July 2024, the average Google cost-per-click grew 7% year-over-year.

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard

+7%

2022 $13.22 $12.86 $13.21 $13.75 $15.00 $13.82 $14.81 $16.09 $14.73 $15.22 $14.89 $15.53

2023 $15.55 $14.53 $14.66 $14.46 $15.04 $14.18 $14.47 $14.44 $14.00 $14.16 $14.54 $14.45

2024 $15.13 $14.74 $16.09 $14.75 $15.02 $15.41 $15.56
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Google:  Programs with Fastest-Growing US Search Volumes

In July, searches for Fire Science grew 268% year-over-year.

268%

256%

249%

218%

194%

183%

178%

154%

151%

140%

Fire Science/ Fire-fighting

Dental Assisting

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) Tech

PR/Advertising/ Applied Communication

Machine Tool Technology/ Machinist

Airline Flight Attendant

Barbering

Diag. Med. Sonogr'y/ Ultrasound Tech

HVAC Maintenance Tech

Occupational Therapist Assistant

Programs with the Fastest-Growing Google Search Volumes
July 2024 YoY

CTE

Health-related 4

5

Source:  PES Keyword Search Dashboard *Minimum 10,000 searches June 2023

Other 1
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Academic Year 2023–2024 Enrollment

In the Academic Year 2023–24, US total enrollment rose 6% for certificates.

▪ Associate programs rose 2%.

10,691,967 10,450,342
9,605,633

8,936,441 8,803,629 8,994,423

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

US Total Enrollment
Associate 2018–19 to 2023–24

-

1,789,869 1,767,089
1,673,827 1,708,099 1,784,693

1,884,598

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

US Total Enrollment
Certificate 2018–19 to 2023–24

-1%
+2%-5%

+5%
+6%

-2%
-8%

-7%
-1%

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

+2%
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Certificate:  In 2023-24, Licensed Practical Nurse enrolled more than 85,000 students.

85,087

71,976

67,693

59,689

40,880

40,415

37,894

37,554

35,717

34,136

Licensed Practical/ Voc. Nurse

Welding Tech

Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

Medical/Clinical Assistant

Auto Mechanics Tech

Electrician

Bookkeeping and Accounting Tech

EMT Paramedic

Health Info./Medical Records Tech

HVAC Maintenance Tech

10 Largest Programs*

Certificate
2023-24 Total  Enrollment

Median Total Enrollment:  

172

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

*Excludes General Studies and Liberal Arts and 

programs with CIP ending in 99 (“Other”)

CTE

Health-related 4

4

Other 2
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Certificate:  Academic Year 2023-24 Fastest-Growing Total Student Enrollment

In 2023-24, Autobody Collision/Repair Tech grew 162% year-over-year.

▪ It was also the fastest-growing program for new enrollment.

22%

22%

22%

23%

24%

26%

26%

29%

38%

162%

Fire Prevention and Safety Tech

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

Construction/ Heavy Equipment Operation

Marketing/ Marketing Mgmt, General

Airframe/ Aircraft Maint. Tech

Sterile Processing Tech

Organizational Leadership

Electr. Equip. Install/ Repair, Gen'l

Med/Health Mgmt & Clinical Asst/ Specialist

Autobody/ Collision and Repair Tech

US Fastest-Growing Total Enrollment*
Certificate Programs

2023-24 Year-over-Year

Minimum enrollment prior year: 2000Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

Health

CTE

2

5

Other 3

*Excludes General Studies and Liberal Arts and 

programs with CIP ending in 99 (“Other”)
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Associate:  In 2023-24, Business enrolled more than 730,000 students.

734,000

603,354

201,847

193,692

181,427

134,529

128,994

114,173

98,038

75,479

Business Admin. and Mgmt, General

Registered Nursing

Computer Science

Psychology, General (incl. 42.2799)

Biology/ Biological Sciences, Gen'l

Biological and Physical Sciences

Engineering, General

Bookkeeping and Accounting Tech

Criminal Justice/ Police Science

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

10 Largest Programs

Associate*
2023-24 New Enrollment

Median Enrollment:  411

Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

*Excludes General Studies and Liberal Arts and 

programs with CIP ending in 99 (“Other”)
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Associate:  Academic Year 2023-24 Fastest-Growing Total Enrollment

In 2023-24, six out of the 10 fastest-growing programs were potential transfers.

16%

16%

17%

18%

19%

22%

24%

35%

38%

44%

Entrepreneurship/ Entrepreneurial Studies

Economics (incl. Quant Econ and Econometrics)

Airframe/ Aircraft Maint. Tech

Visual and Performing Arts, General

Radiologic Tech/ Radiographer

Airline/ Commercial/ Prof. Pilot/ Flight Crew

Mechanical Engineering

Cyber Security/ Info. Assurance

Anthropology

Autobody/ Collision and Repair Tech

US Fastest-Growing Total Enrollment*
Associate Programs

2023-24 Year-over-Year

Economics

*Minimum enrollment prior year: 5,000Source:  PES Program Enrollment Dashboard

Direct-to-Workforce 4

6Potential Transfer
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Non-Degree Demand:  Coursera

As of July 2024, 136 Million learners since inception.

▪ The Science of Well-Being is the most popular course on Coursera.

1,337,190

1,382,755

1,407,966

1,562,760

1,569,190

1,804,884

1,846,261

2,685,280

3,823,270

4,739,474

Neural Networks and Deep Learning

AI For Everyone

COVID-19 Contact Tracing

First Step Korean

Successful Negotiation: Essential Strategies and Skills

Technical Support Fundamentals

Introduction to Psychology

Foundations: Data, Data, Everywhere

Learning How to Learn: Powerful mental tools

The Science of Well-Being

Highest Cumulative Course Enrollment
July 2024

Source:  PES Non-Degree Dashboard, Coursera

Personal Development

4Technology

4

Other 2



24

  PROPRIETARY

Non-Degree Demand:  Coursera Skills

In July 2024, half of the most-taught skills were related to personal development.

27,791,476

30,108,747

30,108,747

30,108,747

32,865,229

32,865,229

32,865,229

32,865,229

37,653,133

58,106,696

Test Preparation

Learning To Learn

Meta Learning

Pomodoro Technique

Gratitude

Happiness

Meditation

Savoring

Data Visualization Dataviz

Data Analysis

Highest Skills Volume
July 2024

Source:  PES Non-Degree Dashboard, Coursera

Personal Development 4

Technology 3

Practical
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Commonly available data sources only count direct prep jobs.

In a traditional construct, Fashion/Apparel Design majors enter two occupations.

▪ Gray DI data on over 14,500 graduates of Associate of Fashion/Apparel Design programs reveals 633 occupations.

▪ NCES got one right.

NCES

Art, Drama, and Music Teachers, Postsecondary

Fashion Designers

Myth* Reality

1,972

1,444

1,215

977

933

763

750

723

722

707

Fashion Designers

Mechanical Drafters

Web Dev/Digital Interface Designers

Multimedia Artists and Animators

General and Operations Managers

Marketing Managers

Chief Executives

Merchandise Displayers

Architectural /Engineering Managers

Sales Reps of Services

Top 10 Occupations

Graduates in Associate of Fashion/Apparel Design
First Four Years Post-Grad

Sources: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and Gray DI People Profile Data
*NCES.ed.gov: “The matches are based on the content of the CIP Code and SOC Code 

descriptions combined with expertise from statisticians at both federal agencies. The CIP 

SOC Crosswalk is not based on actual empirical data. NCES is currently exploring possible 

sources of data that could be used to study the accuracy of the matches in the Crosswalk.”
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US Job Postings Trends

In July, job postings rose 25% year-over-year for all award levels.

+25%

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard
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July 2024 Largest Job Postings Volume, Certificate and Associate

21,304

23,055

24,663

25,344

26,609

27,707

36,007

43,431

63,543

82,624

Customer Service Representatives

Licensed Practical Nurses

Home Health and Personal Care Aides

Secretaries and Administrative Assistants

Computer User Support Specialists

Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

Nursing Assistants

General and Operations Managers

Retail Salespersons

Registered Nurses

Highest Job Posting Volume
Associate and Certificate Level, June 2024

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

6
In the 10 Fastest-Growing 

Occupations

 Year-over-Year
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Top Occupational Categories (Two-Digit SOC Codes)

In July, there were 221,212 job postings for Healthcare Practitioners.

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

49,056

52,471

54,141

56,357

64,015

89,051

91,093

101,785

104,339

221,212

13 Business and Financial Operations

25 Educational Instruction and Library

15 Computer and Mathematical

49 Installation, Maintenance, and Repair

53 Transportaion and Material Moving

11 Management

43 Office and Admin Support

41 Sales and Related

31 Healthcare Support

29 Healthcare Practitioners and Technical

Highest Job Postings Volume, Occupational Categories
Certificate and Associate Level, July 2024
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Fastest-Growing Occupational Categories Year-over-Year

In July, there was little variation in fastest-growing and highest volume for job postings.

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

7,678

9,237

10,527

11,286

13,834

18,240

20,599

22,793

42,331

79,537

13 Business and Financial Operations

25 Educational Instruction and Library

41 Sales and Related

15 Computer and Mathematical

11 Management

35 Food Prep and Service Related

49 Installation, Maintenance, and Repair

53 Transportaion and Material Moving

31 Healthcare Support

29 Healthcare Practitioners and Technical

Highest Job Postings Growth, Occupational Categories
Certificate and Associate Level, July 2024

Not in the 10 Highest 

Occupations
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Occupation Categories Ranked by Average Salary

▪ Healthcare Practitioners and Tech had the 
highest average salary – almost $34,000 
higher than the second highest, Computer 
and Mathematical.

▪ Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and 
Media had a higher average salary than 
Educational Instruction.

Occupational Category Average Salary

29 Healthcare Practitioners and Technical $120,185 

15 Computer and Mathematical $  86,270 

19 Life, Physical, Social Science $  74,084

11 Management $  72,569

17 Architecture and Engineering $  68,380

13 Business and Financial Operations $  66,873

23 Legal Occupations $  63,471

41 Sales and Related $  62,736

27 Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, Media $  57,694

25 Educational Instruction and Library $  57,303

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard
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Occupation Categories Ranked by Average Salary

▪ Community & Social Service and Healthcare 
Support average salaries were lower than 
maintenance and repair workers.

▪ Food Prep and Services workers had the 
lowest average salary.

Occupational Category Average Salary

49 Installation, Maintenance, and Repair $  54,803

21 Community and Social Service $  54,247

31 Healthcare Support $  53,923

47 Construction and Extration $  51,484

33 Protective Service $  49,772

53 Transportation and Material Moving $  49,614

39 Personal Care and Service $  49,553

45 Farming, Fishing, and Forestry $  49,476

51 Production $  47,757

43 Office and Admin Support $  46,398

37 Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance $  44,244

35 Food Prep and Service Related $  40,456

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard
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Job Postings by Industry

In July, Healthcare was the fastest-growing industry for job postings.

▪ The highest average salary was in Aerospace and Defense.

1,759

1,810

1,930

2,281

2,910

3,897

5,334

5,703

7,766

39,298

Religious Institutions

Aerospace And Defense

Construction

Financial Services

Transportation And Logistics

Nursing Care Facilities

Hospitals And Health Clinics

Education

Human Resources And Staffing

Healthcare

Fastest-Growing Industries
Job Postings Unit Change, July 2024 YoY

Average 

Salary

$72,000.

$66,200.

$52,500.

$74,600.

$66,900.

$57,300.

$78,200.

$57,400.

$80,100.

$52,100.

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard
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Which skills are growing in demand across the US?

Eight of the 10 fastest-growing skills were in healthcare.

46,131

19,424

17,470

15,914

14,440

13,031

12,799

12,713

11,951

11,375

Nursing

Rehabilitation

Microsoft Office

Mental Health

Physical Therapy

Vital Signs

Life Support

Construction

Behavioral Health

Acute Care

Fastest-Growing Skills YoY
Listed in Job Postings, July 2024

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard

Healthcare
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Durable skills with the highest and lowest growth in demand.

Highest-Growth Durable Skills
July 2024 YoY Unit Change

Highest Decline Durable Skills
July 2024 YoY Unit Change

 

Source: PES Job Postings Dashboard

Skill Decline in Job Postings

Planning -188,348

Detail Oriented -7,374

Greeting Customers -1,172

Team Effectiveness -695

Sincerity -561

Skill Growth in Job Postings

Management 102,697

Leadership 81,023

Customer Service 72,707

Innovation 66,795

Collaboration 63,968
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How do I validate an in-demand durable skill? 

“Management” is is very high demand.

▪ In July, job postings with the keyword “Management” increased 28% year-over-year.

Source:  PES Job Postings Dashboard
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Why an occupational report?

▪ Bob to add?
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Create Filters: General and Operational Managers
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All Occupational 
Information – in One 
Place

▪ Pick Filters

– How is the Albany, NY 
job market for General 
and Operations 
Managers at the 
associate level?

# Job 

Postings
Wages # Companies

Top CIP 

Codes
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Take a Deeper Dive

In-Demand Skills 
General and Operations Managers
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Durable Skills and Certifications
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Real-Time Job Postings
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Get Your Report
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Summary

▪ In July, Google searches for academic programs rose 48% year-over-year.

– Fire Science/Fire-fighting grew by 268%.

– Average cost-per-click rose 7% year-over-year.

▪ Total student enrollment in certificate programs is up 6% year-over-year.

– Associate enrollment is up 2%.

▪ Autobody/Collision and Repair Tech certificate programs had the fastest new enrollment growth in 2023-24.

▪ Most traditional labor market sources rely on direct prep crosswalks.

– Associate in Fashion/Apparel Design grads go into 633 occupations – not two.

▪ There is a high volume and growth of job postings in healthcare industries and occupations.

– Healthcare Practitioners and Support are the fastest-growing occupational areas.

– In July, Registered Nurses had the highest volume of postings.

• Three other healthcare occupations were in the top 10.

– Healthcare Practitioners had the highest average salary.

▪ Occupational Reports provide all the job postings data you need for academic program evaluation – in minutes.
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What Can You Do with Gray in a Day?

We enable you to do months of work in minutes.

▪ Score, rank, and scan all 1,500 programs in your markets

▪ Select ones that have high potential and fit your institution

▪ Get a one-page text report

▪ Review a detailed scorecard on student demand, employment, competition, and demographics

▪ Predict the potential size of the programs you choose

▪ Develop pro-forma financials

…and take the afternoon off. 

Accelerate well-informed decisions, reduce cost, and enable growth.
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Upcoming webinars

Topic Date

Benchmarking Webinar
Tuesday

Sept 10th at 2 PM ET

Demand Trends Webcast: 

Community Colleges

Wednesday

Sept 25th at 2 PM ET

Demand Trends Webcast: 

Bachelor’s and Above

Thursday

Sept 26th at 2 PM ET
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